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Our aim is to help you 

launch your legal career 

successfully – with the skills 

and confidence to contribute 

immediately. We achieve this 

goal through integrating 

three essential program 

components, which you have 

up to four years to complete. 

COMPONENTS

COURSEWORK 

You will complete five compulsory 
subjects and two electives in one of 
the following study modes: 

• Online 
• Blended 
• Evening 
• On campus 
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THE 3 PILLARS 
OF YOUR PLT  
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WORK EXPERIENCE  

You will apply your knowledge 
to everyday problems in a legal 
environment.  

Choose from three formats: 

• 0 days 
• 15 days (25 days in WA)
• 75 days 

2
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL  
EDUCATION (CPE) 

You will open your eyes to the 
importance and value of ongoing 
professional development. 

3

You must complete all three components to 
receive your Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice 
and be admitted as an Australian lawyer. 
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COMPONENT 1: Coursework 
ATTENDANCE MODE 

At The College of Law, we have adapted to the realities of living in the time of a global pandemic – by 
allowing you to study your PLT entirely online. 

However, if you’re after a more hands-on experience, we also offer our blended delivery option, which 
incorporates both online and onsite learning.  

STUDY MODE 

Choose your preferred study mode:   

*CRICOS approved course for overseas students – code 069734C

Attendance Mode Attendance Study Mode

Online No onsite attendance Full-time or part-time

Blended 5 days onsite Full-time or part-time

Evening Up to 12 evenings of online workshops held after 5pm Part-time

On-campus* 5 days of online workshops at the beginning of the program 

followed by 3 days of online workshops a week, 9am-3pm

Full-time

Full-time Part-time

Duration 15 weeks 30 weeks

Recommended study hours per week 30 – 35 hours 15 – 20 hours

Choose if You want to get admitted ASAP 

and have more time to dedicate 

to the program

You want to balance 

your learning with other 

commitments
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YOUR COURSEWORK SUBJECTS    

You will complete seven subjects as part of your PLT coursework – five compulsory and two electives.  

At first, you may believe these look similar to the subjects in your law degree. But they focus on the 
practice of law rather than substantive law. 

LOCATIONS

Australian Capital 

Territory 

Programs offered at:

The University of 

Canberra

New South Wales

The College of Law

Level 4, 570 George Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Program also offered in:

• Parramatta

• Wollongong

• Armidale

• Kensington

Northern Territory

Programs offered at: 

Charles Darwin 

University

Victoria

The College of Law 

Level 1, 555 Bourke 

Street, Melbourne  

VIC 3000

Program also offered at:

• Geelong 

Queensland

The College of Law

Level 5, Wesley House, 

140 Ann Street

Brisbane QLD 4000

Program also offered at:

• Cairns

• Gold Coast

• Rockhampton

• Sunshine Coast

• Townsville

• Toowoomba

Western Australia

The College of Law

Ground Floor, Durack 

Centre, 263 Adelaide Tce

Perth WA 6000

Program also offered at:

•  Edith Cowan 

University

• Murdoch University

•  University of Western 

Australia

South Australia

The College of Law 

Level 9, 19 Grenfell Street 

Adelaide SA 5000

Online

Conducted via our 

online learning portal

Compulsory subjects Elective subjects 

You will undertake ALL the following: 

1. Civil Litigation Practice 

2. Commercial and Corporate Practice 

3. Ethics and Professional Responsibility  

4. Lawyers’ Skills 

5. Property Practice   

You will choose TWO from the following: 

1. Administrative Law Practice 

2. Banking and Finance Practice 

3. Consumer Law Practice 

4. Criminal Law Practice 

5. Employment and Industrial Law Practice 

6. Family Law Practice 

7. Planning and Environmental Law Practice 

8. Wills and Estates Practice 
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COMPONENT 2:  
Work Experience   

You have many work experience possibilities available to 
you. However, for your placement to be eligible, it must: 

1. Occur in the delivery of legal services 

2.  Be supervised by a legal practitioner who meets the 
‘Work Experience Rules’ criteria in your state 

• Summer clerkships 

• Paralegal work 

• Volunteering at community legal centres 

• A placement with Legal Aid 

•  Working with the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (excluding WA) 

•  Organisations with in-house lawyers  

• Tax or legal division of chartered accountants 

• Government policy and planning work 

• Judge’s associate or tipstaff 

• Assisting barristers in chambers 

•  Working in government or semi-government 
departments 

• Assisting Tribunal members 

This component aims to give you insight 
into what it’s like to work in a legal 
environment. It’s your first chance to apply 
your knowledge and skills to real, everyday 
legal problems.  

WORK EXPERIENCE 
REQUIREMENTS  

WORK EXPERIENCE 
EXAMPLES 



The College offers three formats for the work experience component of your PLT. 

 1.  Complete the Work Experience Application for Approval form, which is available at  
collaw.edu.au/downloads.

2.  Complete the Work Experience Declaration form, which is also available at collaw.edu.au/downloads.

3.  Ask your supervisor to sign the Work Experience Declaration form. (We recommend you do this as 
soon as you finish your placement, just in case your supervisor leaves the organisation.)

*Available until 1 July 2023.

THREE WORK  
EXPERIENCE FORMATS 

HOW TO HAVE YOUR WORK 
EXPERIENCE APPROVED 

0 days* 15 days

All states ACT, NT, NSW, QLD, SA & VIC

Additional 8-week online program Additional 6-week online program

Recommended for students who have not accrued 

or don’t have plans to accrue work experience

Recommended for students who have accrued or 

plan to accrue a total of 15 days of work experience

Additional $2,000 fee FEE-HELP is available Additional $1,610 fee FEE-HELP is available

25 days 75 days

WA All states

Additional 5-week online program No additional online program

Recommended for students who have accrued or plan 

to accrue a total of 25 days of work experience

Recommended for students who have accrued or 

plan to accrue a total of 75 days of work experience

Additional $1,540 fee FEE-HELP is available No additional fee

Did you know that work experience can also be approved retrospectively?

Your work experience must comply with the work experience rules - and you still need 
to follow steps 1-3 above. Learn more at collaw.edu.au/workexperience.
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COMPONENT 3: Continuing 
Professional Education (CPE) 

The future of law is changing. As a new lawyer, you’ll need more than 
technical knowledge to set yourself apart.

The Continuing Professional Education component will introduce you to the 
new skills law firms and recruiters are looking for in a modern lawyer.

You will complete 10 online interactive modules that will teach you business 
and technological skills.

CPE introduces you to the importance of ongoing 
professional development. You are required to complete  
10 interactive modules. 

Legal Tech and Business Skills Series

1. Legal tech and innovation: the past year in review

2. Applying technology to practice

3. Getting started with legal tech projects

4. Legal tech basics: Office 365

5. Cyber risk and security in legal practice

6. Foundational technologies: AI, Data and the Cloud

7. Communicating effectively

8. Developing a commercial mindset

9. Understanding financial information

10. Networking and personal brand

Did you know that you will be awarded an additional Certificate 
of Legal Tech and Business Skills when you complete the CPE 
component? Learn more at collaw.edu.au/cpe 
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SUPPORT
From day-to-day course guidance, to career 
coaching throughout the program and beyond, 
you’re never without support.

Step 1: Choose a program.

A College of Law Student Liaison Officer can work one-on-one 
with you to answer your questions, find the right program, and 
guide you through the enrolment process. 

Step 2: Start learning.

Your time with us is short. So we support you as much as 
possible during that time to help you succeed the moment you 
enter the workforce. Your lecturer will be on-hand to guide you 
throughout the program, offer regular advice and feedback, 
and keep your learning on track.

Step 3: Launch a career.

A careers coach can provide you with personalised career 
advice as you plan and start your career. Your coach can help 
with everything from résumé review to interview prep, and 
help you tell your story to land your next job.

We also run free career webinars every month where legal 
professionals offer their application and interview advice – and 
law graduates share their stories on their first year in practice.
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ENROLMENT REQUIREMENTS
Most students begin their PLT once they have 
finished their law degree. To enrol you simply need 
to have completed the final exam of your law degree 
and be able to show proof of completion before the 
program commences.  

Starting PLT early 

The Early Commencement Rule means you can 
start your PLT while completing university. You must 
have completed all your Priestley 11 core subjects of 
your law degree – with no more than two electives 
remaining. 

To start your Practical Legal Training before 
completing your law degree, you will need to seek 
approval from your local admitting authority. 

Overseas & international student 
eligibility

Overseas students with an Australian law degree 
can undertake any of the PLT programs. Our 

online PLT programs don’t require any on campus 
attendance. You will only need to participate in live 
online workshops held between 9am to 5pm, in the 
local Australian time zone. 

You can also complete any of our blended PLT 
programs. You will need to make sure that your 
travel documents allow you to study in Australia to 
attend the five days of onsite workshops. 

Visa

If you need to extend or obtain your student visa 
through The College of Law, you are required to 
complete our on campus program in the Sydney 
CBD, NSW.   

During the program you will attend campus on 
Monday to Friday 9 to 5pm for the first week and 
Monday to Wednesday 9.00am to 3.30pm for the 
remainder of the 15-week program. 

When you apply for the on campus program, we can 
provide you with an eCOE, which will allow you to 
obtain an 11-month student visa.  



FEES & PAYMENT OPTIONS 
Understanding your fees 

The fee you pay will depend on your state, residency status and chosen 
work experience format. All fees include tuition, resource materials and 
a hardcopy set of Practice Papers (valued at over $300).

Two ways to pay 

Australian citizens & 

permanent residents, and 

New Zealand citizens

Overseas and international 

citizens

2022 $9,640 $13,910

2023* $10,150 $14,650

1.  FEE-HELP 

PLT has academic status as a Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice – which means 

you may be eligible for a FEE-HELP loan. Loans are only available if you are: 

•  An Australian citizen or hold a permanent humanitarian visa  

•  Undertake at least part of your PLT in Australia  

You can apply for FEE-HELP when you complete your online enrolment form.  

Visit studyassist.gov.au to learn more about FEE-HELP. 

2.  Upfront payment 

If you are not eligible for FEE-HELP, you are required to pay the full program fee.  

Your payment will be required when you apply to enrol in the coursework 

component. 

*Programs from 1 November 2022
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Complete your PLT with Australia’s 
most in-demand program 

Learn more – or enrol today! 
Australia: 1300 856 111

International: +61 2 9965 7000

collaw.edu.au/PLT

enrolments@collaw.edu.au

WANT TO PREPARE 
FOR PRACTICE WITH 
THE BEST?

ENROLMENT

1. EXPLORE 2. ENROL 3. ACCEPT YOUR PLACE 

Ready to apply? Let’s begin

Explore 182 programs offered 
throughout the year in 19 
locations around Australia.  
Visit collaw.edu.au/PLTintakes

*Enrolments close one week before the program start date. 

Enrol via our online application 
form that will take less than 15 
minutes to complete. Simply visit 
collaw.edu.au/PLT 

We will email you once your 
application has been processed 
and your enrolment confirmed. 

http://collaw.edu.au/PLT
mailto:enrolments%40collaw.edu.au?subject=
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